CIVILISATIONS OF THE EAST

powers. That may come But, at any
rate, up to now China has been an inde-
pendent country And Japan has not only
saved her independence, she has energetically
reacted against the West, and shown that she
can give as well as take blows. But India,
never a nation, never a unity, split up by
racial, religious, caste distinctions, fell, and
was bound to fall, an easy prey to a western
power. That that power should be England
is one of the ironies of history; for of all the
western nations the English are the least
capable of appreciating the qualities of Indian
civilisation, and the most capable of appre-
ciating its defects To an Englishman, prac-
tical efficiency, honesty, and truth are the chief
and indispensable goods To an Indian, as, in
a less degree, to other Orientals, all these things
are indifferent. On the other hand, an Eng-
lishman has no conception even of the mean-
ing of a philosophic or religious problem. The
notion that the material world could be a mere
illusion is one that could never appeal to him
as even intelligible (Berkeley, it must be re-
membered, was an Irishman, and Hume a
Scotchman). His religion, when he has one,

is a transfigured morality, not a mysticism.
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